Totally videoendoscopic descending thoracic aorta-to-femoral artery bypass.
Descending thoracic aorta to femoral artery bypass is an effective and safe procedure for the treatment of aortoiliac occlusive disease when an approach to the abdominal aorta is undesirable. The major limitation of this technique has resulted from the morbidity rate associated with thoracotomy in a relatively high-risk vascular surgery population. As a minimally invasive procedure, videoendoscopy has been shown to improve the patient postoperative course and comfort in the field of general and thoracic surgery. The same benefits could be expected from a videoendoscopic surgery involving the thoracic aorta. In 2003 we reported the first case of a totally videoendoscopic descending thoracic aorta-to-femoral artery bypass procedure. In this article we report our additional experience with and the modifications we have made to this technique.